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THE UNIVERSITY OF 'fEXAS AT AUSTIN

: 927‘% 7L 0

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

Department of Economics
November 10, 1970

Dear Dick:

I enclose a set of questions put to
me by Pavel Podlesny, attached to the
Soviet Embassy in Washington, and my

reply.

1 thought it might interest you to
know that they are poking about on these
matters.

All the best.

Yours,
4>?))/}T

w. W. Rostow

Honorable Richard Helms
Director
Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D. C. 20505
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

Department of Economics

November 9, 1970

Dear Mr. Podlesny:
Many thanks for the further collection of articles on Lenin.

I found interesting the questions you raised and your
categorization of the stages of American planning. But I must
confess that I am sceptical of efforts to describe how the planning
function worked in the U.S. Government in terms of rigid categories.
The truth is that each President and each Secretary of State uses
the planners in ways which fit their own working styles, in the light
of the problems they confront.

As for planning under the Administration of President Nixon,
I am simply ignorant.

As for my own experience, professional diplomats and other
officials may be generally sceptical of planners but they are also
anxious to make use of concrete suggestions arising from the planning
process when they help solve concrete problems. In the end, planning
should develop such concrete proposals.

The best of luck with your research, despite my scepticism.
Sincerely yours,
:U :
W. W. Rostow
Mr. Pavel T. Podlesny
Embassy of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

1125 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

P.S. Ienclose a copy of View From the Seventh Floor.
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